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Fiction and poetry text types Texts to support curriculum and story time 

Novels and stories by significant authors 

Dependent on choice of author 

Myths and legends  

Stories from other cultures 

The diddakoi   
The garbage king    
Journey to Jo'burg    
From Somalia, with love    
Lost riders    
A thief in the village and 
other stories    
Boy overboard    
Spilled water    
Precious and the 
monkeys 

Godden, Rumer  
Laird, Elizabeth  
Naidoo, Beverley  
Robert, Na'Ima B  
 Laird, Elizabeth  
Berry, James  
Gleitzman, Morris  
Grindley, Sally 
Alexander McCall Smith 

Older literature 

Charlotte's Web 
Little House in the Big 
Woods 
Alice's adventures in 
Wonderland    
Black Beauty    
Five children and It  
Heidi    
The secret garden    
Treasure Island    
Little women    
The wizard of Oz    
The Wind in the Willows 

White, E.B. 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls 
Carroll, Lewis  
 Sewell, Anna  
Nesbit, E  
Spyri, Johanna  
Burnett, Frances Hodgson  
Stevenson, Robert Louis 
 Alcott, Louisa May  
Baum, L Frank  
K. Graham 



Comparing poetic style 
Choose various poets to compare 

Narrative poems 

The highwayman 
The Oxford treasury of 
classic poems 
The Oxford book of story 
poems 
Hiawatha 
The Lady of Shalott 
A Child's Garden of 
Verses 
The owl and the pussy-cat 
Jabberwocky 
The Walker book of 
classic poetry and poets 

Noyes, Alfred 
compiled by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-
Clark 
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 
Tennyson, Alfred Lord 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 
Lear, Edward 
Carroll, Lewis 
selected by Michael Rosen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING  

 



Word Reading 

Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new words that they meet 

Comprehension 
Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  
 
Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks; 
 
Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes;  
 
Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and 
traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other 
cultures and traditions; 

 
Recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices; 
 
Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing;  
 
Making comparisons within and across books;  
 
Learning a wider range of poetry by heart;  
 
Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience  
 

Understand what they read by:  
 
Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
exploring the meaning of words in context;  

 
Asking questions to improve their understanding;  
 
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence;  
 
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied; summarising the main ideas 

drawn from more than one paragraph 

Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 
details that support the main ideas;  
 
Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.  

 
Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the 
impact on the reader.  
 
Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion;  

Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves; 

Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously;  

Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal 
presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary  
 
Provide reasoned justifications for their views.  



 

 

YEAR 5 - WRITING 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Spelling Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: Curriculum ‘orange’ words Pupils should be taught to: 
 



 Words ending in shus 
spelt  

 -cious 

 Words ending in shus 
spelt  

 -tious 

 Words ending in shul 
spelt -cial or -tial 

 Words ending in -ent 

 Words ending in -ence 

 Words ending in -ant, -
ance and -ancy   

 Words ending in -ible 

 Words ending in -able 

 Words ending in -ibly 
and  

 -ably  

 The ee sound spelt ei 

 Words that contain the 
letter-string ough 

 Words with silent letter 
b 

 Words with silent letter 
t 

 Homophones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

accommodate 
accompany 
according 
aggressive 
attached 
average 
awkward 

bruise 
cemetery 

convenience 
criticise 
curiosity 

desperate 
determined 

develop 
disastrous 
embarrass 

equip(-ped) (-
ment) 

exaggerate 
excellent 

forty 
frequently 
individual 

 

interfere 
interrupt 

marvellous 
muscle 

necessary 
nuisance 
persuade 
prejudice 

programme 
recognise 

recommend 
relevant 
rhyme 
rhythm 

sacrifice 
signature 
sincere(ly) 
suggest 
symbol 
system 

temperature 
thorough 
vegetable 

 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 
 

 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding 
whether or not to join specific letters 

 choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 
 
 

COMPOSITION 



Pupils should be taught to: 

 plan their writing by: 

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed 

 draft and write by: 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 précising longer passages 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, 
underlining] 

 evaluate and edit by: 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and 
choosing the appropriate register 

 proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

 perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear 

 
 

 
 

VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION 

 
Word 

 

 
Sentence 

 

 
Text 

 
Punctuation 

 



 

Pupils should be taught: 
 

 Converting nouns or 
adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes [for 
example, –ate; –ise; –
ify]  

 Verb prefixes [for 
example, dis–, de–, 
mis–, over– and re–] 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 

 Relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that, or an omitted 
relative pronoun  

 Indicating degrees of 
possibility using adverbs 
[for example, perhaps, 
surely] or modal verbs [for 
example, might, should, 
will, must]  

Pupils should be taught: 
 

 Devices to build cohesion 
within a paragraph [for 
example, then, after that, 
this, firstly]  

 Linking ideas across 
paragraphs using adverbials 
of time [for example, later], 
place [for example, nearby] 
and number [for example, 
secondly] or tense choices 
[for example, he had seen 
her before] 

Pupils should be taught: 
 

 Brackets, dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis  

 Use of commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 6 

Excellent handwriting, 

pride and presentation! 

Zara 

Year 6 

An example of writing 

expected at the end of year 6 

Aisha  

Year 5 

An example of writing 

expected at the end of year 

5 

Ianna- Maria 

 

Year 5 and 6 

Extract from Holbrook Handwriting Progression 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-fiction text type progression 



 
During the year, you should teach the text types highlighted in blue below, which are new to the 
year group, as a whole unit of writing. Choose from the other text types in black, which have been 
taught in previous year groups, as mini-outcomes within other units.  

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Recounts 

Instructions  
 

 
Recounts 

Instructions  
Report 
Letters 

(informal) 
Diaries 

 
Recounts 

Instructions  
Report 
Letters 

(informal) 
Diaries 

Explanation 

 
Recounts 

Instructions 
Report 
Letters 
(formal) 
Diaries 

Explanation 
Persuasion 

 
Recounts 

Instructions  
Report 
Letters 
Diaries  

Explanation 
Persuasion 
Newspaper 

report 
 

 
Recounts 

Instructions  
Report 
Letters 
Diaries  

Explanation 
Persuasion 
Newspaper 

report 
Discussion 

 

 

 

Poetry Technique Guidance  

 
During the year, you should teach the poetic techniques highlighted in blue below, which are new to the 
year group, as part of a poetry or narrative unit. This is so that the pupils will be able to use these poetic 
techniques to enhance their descriptive writing.   

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Alliteration 

 

 
Alliteration 

Similes  
 

 
Alliteration 

Similes (wider 
range) 

 

 
Alliteration 

Similes  
Onomatopoeia 

 

 
Alliteration 

Similes  
Onomatopoeia 
Personification  

 

 
Alliteration 

Similes  
Onomatopoeia 
Personification  

Repetition 
Metaphors 

 



 

 

 

  

  

Holbrook Punctuation Progression (Whole school) 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6  

Punctuation 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Question mark  

Exclamation mark 
 
 

Punctuation 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Question mark  

Exclamation mark 
 

Commas in a list  
Apostrophes (missing 

letters and singular 
possession) 

 

Punctuation 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Question mark  

Exclamation mark 
 

Commas in a list  
Apostrophes (missing 

letters and singular 
possession) 

 
Inverted commas (or 

‘speech marks’) 

Punctuation 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Question mark  

Exclamation mark 
 

Commas in a list  
Apostrophes (missing 

letters and singular 
possession) 

 
Inverted commas (or 

‘speech marks’) and other 
speech punctuation e.g. 

commas 
 

Apostrophes for plural 
possession 

Punctuation 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Question mark  

Exclamation mark 
 

Commas in a list  
Apostrophes (missing 

letters and singular 
possession) 

 
Inverted commas (or 

‘speech marks’) and other 
speech punctuation e.g. 

commas 
 

Apostrophes for plural 
possession 

 
Parenthesis 

Brackets 
Dashes 

Punctuation 
Capital letter 

Full stop 
Question mark  

Exclamation mark 
 

Commas in a list  
Apostrophes (missing letters 

and singular possession) 
 

Inverted commas (or ‘speech 
marks’) and other speech 
punctuation e.g. commas 

 
Apostrophes for plural 

possession 
 

Parenthesis 
Brackets 
Dashes 

 
Ellipsis 
Hyphen 
Colon 

Semi-colon 
Bullet Points 



 

Holbrook Grammar Progression 

 YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6  

WORD 

Letter 
Word 

Singular 
Plural 
Suffix 
Prefix 

Suffix 
Prefix 

Suffix  
Prefix 

Consonant 
Vowel 

Suffix  
Prefix 

Consonant 
Vowel 
Plural  

Possessive 

Suffix  
Prefix (including verbs) 

Consonant 
Vowel 
Plural  

Possessive 

Suffix  
Prefix (including verbs) 

Consonant 
Vowel 
Plural  

Possessive 
Synonyms  
Antonyms 

Subject  
Object 

SENTENCE 

Coordinating 
conjunctions: 

and 

Coordinating conjunctions: 
or, and, but  

 
Subordinating conjunctions:  

when, if, that, because 

Conjunctions: 
when, before, after, while, 

so, because 
 

Clause 
Subordinate clause 

Conjunctions: 
when, before, after, while, 

so, because 
 

Clause 
Subordinate clause 

Conjunctions: 
when, before, after, while, so, because 

 
Clause 

Subordinate clause 
 

Relative clauses beginning with: 
who, which where, when, whose, that 

 
Relative pronoun 

Conjunctions: 
when, before, after, while, so, because 

 
Clause 

Subordinate clause 
 

Relative clauses beginning with: 
who, which where, when, whose, that 

 
Relative pronoun 

 
Passive and active voice 

 
Subjunctive forms 

TENSE 

 Present simple 
Past simple 

Present progressive 
Past progressive 

Present simple 
Past simple 

Present progressive 
Past progressive 
Present perfect 

 

Present simple 
Past simple 

Present progressive 
Past progressive 
Present perfect 

 

Present simple 
Past simple 

Present progressive 
Past progressive 
Present perfect 

Past perfect 

Present simple 
Past simple 

Present progressive 
Past progressive 
Present perfect 

Past perfect 

SENTENCE 
TYPES 

 Sentence types: 
Statement 
Command 
Question 

Exclamation 

Sentence types: 
Statement 
Command 
Question 

Exclamation 

Sentence types: 
Statement 
Command 
Question 

Exclamation 

Sentence types: 
Statement 
Command 
Question 

Exclamation 

Sentence types: 
Statement 
Command 
Question 

Exclamation 

WORD TYPES 

 Noun  
Expanded noun phrases 

(with adjectives) 
Adjectives 

Verb  
Adverbs 

Noun  
Expanded noun phrases 

(with adjectives) 
Adjectives 

Verb  
Adverbs 

Prepositions 

Noun  
Expanded noun phrases 

(with adjectives and 
prepositions) 

Adjectives 
Verb  

Adverbs 
Prepositions  

Fronted adverbials 
Pronouns (including 

possessive) 
Determiners 

Noun  
Expanded noun phrases (with adjectives and 

prepositions) 
Adjectives 

Verb  
Adverbs 

Prepositions  
Fronted adverbials 

Pronouns (including possessive) 
Determiners  

Adverbs for possibility 
Adverbials of time, place and number  

Modal verbs 

Noun  
Expanded noun phrases (with adjectives and prepositions) 

Adjectives 
Verb  

Adverbs 
Prepositions  

Fronted adverbials 
Pronouns (including possessive) 

Determiners  
Adverbs for possibility 

Adverbials of time, place and number  
Adverbials for cohesion 

Modal verbs 

 



     

Spelling Progression 

YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Adding the suffix -ment  
 

The short i sound spelt with the 
letter y   

The short u sound spelt ou Words ending in shus spelt  
-cious 

Words ending in -ible and -able 

Adding the suffix -ness (adding to 
a root word with no change to the 
root word). 
-ness (swapping y to i). 

Adding the prefixes dis- and in- Adding the prefix mis- Words ending in shus spelt  
-tious 

Adding suffixes beginning with a 
vowel 

Adding the suffix -ful  
 

Adding the prefix im- to root 
words beginning with m or p  

Adding the prefix auto- Words ending in shul spelt -cial 
or -tial 

Hyphens 

Adding the suffix -less  Adding the prefix re-  Adding the prefix inter- Words ending in -ent The spellings ei and ie 

Adding the suffix -ly  Adding the prefix anti- Adding il- and revising un-, in-, 
mis- and dis 

Words ending in -ence 
 

Words containing the letter-string 
ough 

The j sound.  Adding the prefix super-  Adding ir- to words beginning 
with r 

Words ending in -ant, -ance and -
ancy   

Silent letters (silent k, g, l, n) 

Soft c . Adding the prefix sub- Adding the suffix -ly (to 
adjectives to form adverbs) 

Words ending in -ible Homophones 

The n sound spelt kn and gn. Adding -ation to verbs to form 
nouns 

Words ending in zhuh spelt -
sure 

Words ending in -able Years 5 and 6 word list 

The r sound spelt wr.  
 

Adding the suffix -ly (to adjectives 
to form adverbs) 

Words ending in zhun spelt -
sion 

Words ending in -ibly and  
-ably  

 

Words ending in –le. Words ending in –ture Words ending in -ous The ee sound spelt ei  

Words ending in –el.  Adding the suffix -ous Adding the prefix super- Words that contain the letter-
string ough 

 

Words ending in –al. 
 

Adding the suffix -ion (to root 
words ending in t or te) 

Adding the prefix sub- Words with silent letter b 
 

 

Words ending in –il  
 

Adding the suffix -ian (to root 
words ending in c or cs) 

The c sound spelt -que and the 
g sound spelt -gue 

Words with silent letter t 
 

 

Words where s makes the zh 
sound. 

Words with the c sound spelt ch Words with the s sound spelt sc Homophones  

The igh sound spelt y Words with the sh sound spelt ch Words with the ay sound spelt 
ei, eigh, ey 

Years 5 and 6 word list  

Adding the suffix -es  
(where the root word ends in y). 

Homophones Possessive apostrophes with 
plural words 

  

Adding the suffix -ed  (swapping y 
for i). 

Years 3 and 4 word list Homophones   



Adding the suffix -ed (dropping e to 
add -ed 

Adding the suffixes -er or -est 
(swapping y for i). 
Adding the suffixes -er or -est 
(words where no change is 
needed; words ending in e).  
Adding the suffixes -er or -est 
(doubling consonant, where the 
root word ends in short vowel plus 
consonant). 

 Years 3 and 4 word list   

Adding the suffix -y (to words 
ending in e). 
Adding the suffix -y (to words 
ending in a short vowel and a 
consonant). 

    

Adding the suffix -ing (to words 
ending in e or ie).  
Adding the suffix –ing (to words 
ending in a short vowel and a 
consonant). 

    

The or sound spelt a before l and 
ll. 

    

The u sound spelt o, and the or 
sound spelt ar after w. 

    

The ee sound spelt ey.      

The o sound spelt a after w and 
qu.  

    

The ir sound spelt or after w.     

The u sound spelt o, and the or 
sound spelt ar after w. 

    

Words ending in -il and words 
where s makes the zh sound. 

    

Words ending in -tion.     

Homophones     

Possessive apostrophes     

Contractions and apostrophes      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common exception words for Year 
2  

    


